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Poke Rafferty’s settled 
in Bangkok, and for an 
ex‐pat,  is a  surprising 
insider. Poke’s familiar 
with the underbelly, 
and the belly of the 

underbelly too.  He’s assembled a family—a waif 
named Miaow and Rose, the former and legendary 

Queen of Patpong. This is her back‐
story: a frightening, courageous journey 
to adulthood, facing terrible challenges 
yet never losing her essential integrity.  

 
I can’t get enough of Timothy Hallinan. 

Read him. You won’t be sorry. 
You’ll want more. 
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Riveting, genuinely moving, and entirely 
plausible. Miaow’s entry into a stormy 

adolescence and her parents’ efforts to deal 
with it are knowingly written. Even Bangkok 

seems more richly detailed than in past 
adventures . . . The Queen of Patpong is a 

terrific page-turner, and the surprising 
denouement will thrill readers who want the 

good guys—or girls—to win in the end. 
-- Booklist Starred review 


